
 

 

 

Point and Shoot 
Cameras

(requires T-adapter)

Multi-row Cylindrical /Spherical
 Multi image Mosaic 

Composites
Giga-Pixel Images

All camera above 
plus:

Small DSLR'a
(e.g Nikon D300, 

Canon Rebel)

FC-E8, FC-E9, Raynox, 
IPIX, Fisheye 
Converters

Nodal Ninja Product Decision Tree v1.4
Note: This is only a general guideline towards selecting the best pano head. If you have questions please direct them to our forum
(www.NodalNinja.com/forum). Also we will be continually refining this decision tree so always make sure you have the most recent version.

NN3 
series

All camera above plus:
Larger DSLR's 
Battery Grips

Lenses longer than 6"
Qucik Relase Plates (*a)

Lens Hoods
Overall weight 5lbs+

Medium Format 
Cameras

Single Row
Cylindrical 
/Spherical

Type of 
Panoramas

Internal Lens

10- 40mm
standard wide 
angle zooms

Changes focal
lengths rarely

needs 6, 8, 10 click stops 
around and 3, 4, 5 click stops 
around by skipping one stop

needs 6, 8, 30 click stops around 
and 3, 4, 15 click stops around 

by skipping one stop

Result
NN180 

Best Result
NN3  w/ R-D3L (6-8-10)

Best Result
NN3  w/ R-D8

Type of 
Panoramas

Best Result
NN180 

Using:
Battery Grips

Lenses longer than 6"
Qucik Relase Plates

Lens Hoods
Overall weight 5lbs+

Best Result
NN180 

Yes

No

Changes focal
lengths rarely

Changes focal
lengths  frequently

Best Result
NN3  MKII

under 50mm
focal lengths

over 50mm
focal lengths

Best Result
NN3  wRD8

Best Result
NN3  wRD16

Sigma 4.5mm
Sunex 5.6mm
Sigma 8mm

Nikon 10.5mm
Tokina 10-17mm

Sigma 15mm

Predfined  Up Tilt

Adjustable
Up Down Tilt

Best Result
R10

Best Result
R1

Sigma 4.5mm
Sunex 5.6mm
Sigma 8mm

Nikon 10.5mm
Tokina 10-

17mm
Sigma 15mm

10-40mm /
short and light

telephoto zooms

over 50mm
focal lengths

Best Result
NN3  wRD16

Predfined  Up Tilt

Adjustable
Up Down Tilt

Best Result
R10

Best Result
R1

Changes focal
lengths rarely

Changes focal
lengths  frequently

Best Result
NN3  MKII

under 50mm
focal lengths

Best Result
NN3  wRD8

No

Ye
s

needs 6, 8 or 10
click stops around

needs 6, 8 or 30
click stops around

Best Result
NN3  w/D3 6-8-10 

w/built in EZ-Leveler II 

Best Result
NN3  w/D3 6-8-30 

w/built in EZ-Leveler II

Best Result
NN3  MKII

Landscape
mode only

Landscape and
Portait mode

Landscape
mode only

Landscape or 
Portait mode

Landscape
mode only

Landscape/ Portrait
45 degree camera 

rotation /
tilting option

Landscape/Portrait
45 degree camera roll

and/or tilt option

With built in
EZ-Leveler-II

Lens

Lens

Single Row
Cylindrical

Multi-row / Multi image
Mosaic Composites
Giga-Pixel Images

NN3 
series

NN3 
series

FC-E8, FC-E9, 
Raynox, Sunex, 
IPIX, Converters

all lenses

Type of 
Panoramas

Best Result
NN180 

Is your camera + 
lens 5-10lbs

and/or exposures 
1/2 secs or faster

Sigma 4.5mm
Sunex 5.6mm
Sigma 8mm

Nikon 10.5mm
Tokina 10-17mm

Sigma 15mm

Predfined  Up Tilt

Adjustable
Up Down Tilt

Best Result
R10

Best Result
R1

Landscape
mode only

Landscape 
and/or 

Portait mode

Landscape/ Portrait
45 degree camera 

rotation /
tilting option

Lens
Single Row
Cylindrical

Multi-row / Multi image
Mosaic Composites
Giga-Pixel Images

NN5 
series

Changes focal
lengths  frequently

under 50mm
focal lengths

over 50mm
focal lengths

Best Result
NN5-L  wRD8

Best Result
NN5-L  wRD16

Changes focal
lengths rarely

Best Result
NN5-L

Changes focal
lengths  frequently under 50mm

focal lengths

over 50mm
focal lengths

Best Result
NN5  wRD8

Best Result
NN5 wRD16

Changes focal
lengths rarely

Best Result
NN5

Result
NN3  MKII

Yes

No

Best Result
NN3  w/ R-D3L (6-8-30)

Best Result
NN3  w/ R-D16

Changes focal
lengths  

frequently
With built in

EZ-Leveler-II
needs 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, 

18 
 click stops around and 2, 5, 

9 click stops around by 
skipping one stop

needs 3 ,4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, 
18, 20, 24, 30, 36, 48, 60, 
72, 96 click stops around 

and 2, 5, 9 click stops 
around by skipping one stop

No

Yes
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